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Just a few weekends ago we had
our local government elections.
Turnout for the city as a whole
was an abysmal ~10%, which,
sad to say, is about average for
local elections in the City. While
precinct 2503 (The Reservation &
JJ Pearce) once again was #1 in
ballots cast (475) and #3 in %
turnout (18%), it just means we
were the leaders in an abysmal
showing.
How we have such a lack of
interest in what goes on in our
City is mind-blowing to me! While
National Elections are important,
these elections are the ones you
really feel in your day-to-day
lives—the decisions these elected
officials make impact your roads,
your sidewalks, your alleys, your
trash pickup, the funding and
some policies of our police, fire
and rescue. The direction of
zoning...they are the ones that
would have decided if an apartment complex was built right

Above: More than 3,000 eggs were hidden
and found during 2019’s Easter Egg Hunt.

beside the neighborhoods! These
elections really do impact not only
your quality of life and public safety,
but the value of your largest investment - your home!
Alas, we have a do-over of sorts: 1
City Council seat did not have any
candidate receive at least 50% of
the votes. So there is a 2-candidate
runoff for Place 3…our place. The
runoff is Saturday June 8th. The
person elected will be our representative and really one of the first
persons I’ll reach out to when we
have city issues. So please mark
June 8th on your calendars, go out
and vote, then come that night to
Greenwood Hills Community Club
(the pool on Waterview) for our 2nd
Annual BBQ Cookoff, enjoy a
politics-free event with your neighbors as we eat locally cooked BBQ,
enjoy some beer, and the great
community pool.

PAGE 2

R E S E R V A T I O N NE WS LE T T E R

ISSUE 2

Membership Perks
By Carli Chapman

For the first time, membership in the Reservation
Neighborhood Association comes with the bonus of additional
perks around town. If you’re an RNA member, you should
have a 2019 Member card which provides a 15% discount at
seven Richardson restaurants. Make sure to support Palio’s,
Kabobi, Guitars & Growlers, Golden Chick, JC’s Burger
House, JC’s Burger Bar, and Texadelphia and save yourself
15% on a great meal. Not an RNA member yet? We welcome
new members at any time of the year.
Visit http://reservationna.org/ to join the association and get
your discount card.

RNA MEMBERSHIP

POP 475
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Mohawk Elementary Focus Committee Report
By Kristin Frank,
Mohawk Elementary Focus Committee Member

Did you know? Mohawk Elementary’s attendance
zone includes the Reservation, J.J. Pearce, part of
Greenwood Hills, Savoy Landing, Savoy Trace,
part of University Place, and Mimosa Place—the
new houses planned just south of Sonny Bryan’s
on Campbell.
RISD conducts demographic studies to ensure our
schools will be able to meet the capacity needs of
the community. As you’ve probably noticed, the
Reservation is full of young families, and more
seem to move in each month. This growth within
our neighborhood, combined with the growth from
newly-built neighborhoods north of Campbell,
created a lot of anxiety at enrollment time for
Mohawk. Our NA president, Jay Jolly, met with
personnel from the district to discuss our concerns
about the capacity at Mohawk, and the district’s
demographic predictions versus what we were

seeing in real life. A Mohawk Elementary Focus
Committee was formed, comprised of Tabitha
Branum
and
Sandra
Hayes,
Deputy
Superintendents from RISD, Megan Cox, principal
of Mohawk, and former, current, and future
parents of Mohawk students from across the
attendance zone. The committee met for the first
time on April 18th.
At the meeting, information was presented about
the demographic study, the current enrollment at
Mohawk for next year (around 480), and the full
capacity for Mohawk (602). The district generally
plans to take action when a school is nearing 90%
capacity. The incoming kindergarten class at
Mohawk for the 2019-2020 school year was large
enough to allocate a fourth section of
kindergarten, and the campus has a few other
classroom spaces they will be able to use to
sustain growth for the next couple of years. The
district does try to keep students at their
(Continued on page 9)

In Revue: JJP Pacesetters
By Carli Chapman and Elizabeth Forneris

The annual Pacesetter Revue was April 26-27,
2019, showcasing the fabulously talented young
women representing the J.J. Pearce Pacesetters.
We hope you were able to catch a performance
for yourself, but if not, here’s a brief review from
Elizabeth Forneris.
Every year the Pearce Pacesetters put on a
wonderful Revue (Spring Show) and this year did
not disappoint! The theme this year took us
around the world and this talented group of girls
showed off their jazz, contemporary, kick, pom,
tap skills, and so much more! It's always fun to be
in the audience and experience such an
entertaining show and to truly appreciate the
amount of work that has gone into it. The team,
directors, and parents work countless hours to
make everything come together. From the dances,
technique, and costumes, to lighting, props, and
ticket sales—everyone has something to
contribute to the event. It's also fun to see other
groups included in the production: the Mustang
Stampede (co-ed country western dance team)
performed two numbers, and the children that

attended the Pacesetter Dance Workshop back in
January were invited to perform their routines.
Workshop attendees in 2nd-6th grade joined the
performance on Friday evening and those in
Kindergarten-1st grade joined on Saturday night.
The girls had a blast and many of them are
already
talking
about
becoming
future
Pacesetters! Mark your calendar for the
Pacesetter dance workshop next year scheduled
for Tuesday, January 21, 2020. Great job to the
2018-2019 Pearce Pacesetters! They've definitely
kept the tradition of excellence going and we can't
wait for next year!
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Spring Cleaning
By Carli Chapman

This time of year motivates many of us to dig
through drawers, wade through storage units,
clear clutter from the garage, and concede that
those pants will never again be worn. Spring
cleaning is in full swing and before you put
everything on the curb for bulk pick-up or stuff it
in trash bags, take a few minutes to review what
types of items are accepted. Did you know that
cardboard boxes should be broken down and
sent with your recycling, while anything under
50 pounds should be sent with your trash?
Requests for brush and bulky item collection
(BABIC) can be submitted via phone, the city’s
website, or the MyRichardson app. While
BABIC is available for many large interior items

RNA
MEMBERSHIP
and compostable yard
waste
such as brush and
tree trimmings, other things like tile, glass,
hazardous materials, bricks, and car parts are
not-acceptable for BABIC pickup. A full list of
non-acceptable items is available online or you
can call 972-744-4111 and choose option 7 to
speak to an attendant.
If you are unsure what services are provided to
your home on which days of the week or how a
holiday may impact your collection days, you
can always look it up on the Richardson City
website at www.cor.net by selecting Trash &
Recycling on the homepage.

MyRichardson App: Our City At Your Fingertips
By Kate Son

Uh-oh—you’re out with your family enjoying a
stroll to Mimosa Park when you stumble over a
crumbling section of sidewalk in desperate need
of repair. You make a mental note to report this
when you get home, but to whom? And are you
really going to remember that sidewalk when
you’re rushing home to feed your hangry, tired
kids an hour later?
Luckily for us, there’s an app for that. With the
MyRichardson App, residents can instantly
report issues like hazardous sidewalks and
roads, burned-out streetlights, or even a missed
trash pickup with just a few taps on your
smartphone.
Available for Apple and Android, the free
MyRichardson app also lets you request BABIC
service, stay up-to-date on the latest city news,
and track the progress of any issues you’ve
reported. Need more information about the
Summer Water Conservation Program? Can’t
remember if that empty aerosol can qualifies for
recycling? Just tap on your personalized Water,
Trash, and Recycling tabs at the top of the app
for instant answers.
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Chillin’ &
Grillin’
By Jay Jolly

Come join the fun at the 2nd Annual Reservation BBQ Cook-off. There will be swimming,
dancing, catching up with neighbors, and, of course, BBQ.
The winner of last year’s contest is returning, and we have several grillers from the community
-at-large who have indicated they want to participate this year as well. We’ll also have hot
dogs and burgers, and Richardson’s very own local brewery Four Bullets has agreed to
sponsor some adult refreshments for us again this year.
As there is no such thing as too many cooks in an outdoor kitchen, if you’re interested in
showing off your backyard talents drop us an email at president@reservationna.org.

Date:

Saturday, June 8th

Time:

6pm till 9pm

Location: Greenwood Hills Community Club
Cost:

Free to Reservation Neighborhood Association Members
$10 per family for non-Members

Prizes: 1st place $150 gift card
2nd place $100 gift card
3rd place $50 gift card
Fun for everyone
Just as we did last year, we are working with local vendors to
find some sponsors to help add to this event; stay tuned for
that list of sponsors.

1ST PLACE
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From Foster to Forever: Volunteering with Take Me Home Pet Rescue
By Kate Son

Christie Michie will always remember the day she
got the rescue call from Balch Springs. A litter of 9
puppies, along with their mother, were living under
someone’s trailer and needed help. The team at
Take Me Home Pet Rescue (TMHPR) was told to
wear long sleeves, long pants, and to be prepared
to get dirty. They arrived and found mama dog in
bad shape: broken teeth, a dreadful skin
condition, and infected ears. Desperately
underweight, she had managed to keep all of her
babies alive while getting no nutrition herself. And
yet despite her suffering, she was the sweetest,
most trusting and grateful mama dog Christie had
seen. The team was able to get her, plus all 9
pups, back to their center and into a warm, dry
room with lots of blankets, water, and food.
Affectionately dubbed the “Hee-Haw Litter,”
Minnie Pearl and her babies Archie, Junior, Buck,
Daisy Mae, Opal, Gordie, Loretta, Dolly, and Lulu
were nursed back to health and began their
journey to forever homes.
TMHPR, a Richardson nonprofit committed to
reducing the homeless pet overpopulation, is a
foster-based rescue that relies on volunteers and
donations to save hundreds of animals like the
Hee-Haw Litter each year. All rescued dogs and
cats are sterilized, microchipped, and provided
with medical care before being adopted. Rescued
pets live in foster homes to experience the love of
a “real family” while waiting for their own forever
homes. TMHPR Volunteer Coordinator (and JJP
Resident) Christie Michie shares some of the
ways you can get involved:
Where are you located?
Christie: We are located in the shopping center at
Campbell Road and Nantucket, behind Fuzzy’s
Tacos. We are only open to the public on
Saturdays from 10-2, when we have our meet &
greet events.
What kind of volunteer opportunities are
available?
Christie: We have so many opportunities! Most
people choose to do dog & cat care, but we also
need people to help with administrative tasks,
special events, fundraising, public relations, and
possibly the most important – being a foster to a
dog and/or cat. We could not do it without the
fosters.

What does dog & cat care involve?
Christie: Dog care is done at 8am, 12pm, 4pm,
and 8pm and cat care is done twice a day. All
dogs must be walked (unless they have a medical
restriction), fed, medicated, and cleaned up after.
Depending on how many dogs we have, or if we
have a litter of puppies, this can be easy or a TON
of work. It always changes.
What are the requirements to volunteer?
Christie: Volunteers must be at least 18 years of
age, attend a volunteer orientation, and get the
appropriate training. We have an online
application at www.tmhpr.com. Once I get your
application, I invite you to an orientation (offered
monthly). After orientation, we get you trained and
then you are all set. We do ask that to remain
active, volunteers take at least 3 shifts a month.
What about kids?
Christie: Volunteers are welcome to bring their
kids, but as of yet we do not have a formal
program for junior volunteers. I’m working on it!
What is the greatest volunteer need right now?
Christie: Fosters. We can’t take in dogs unless
we have a foster to send them to. It can be shortterm, temporary…just about whatever they want it
to be.
Visit www.tmhpr.com to fill out the volunteer/foster
application, donate, or learn more about the
adoption process. Speaking of adoption, the HeeHaw Litter got a very happy ending. Minnie Pearl
was adopted by a family in Greenwood Hills and is
now a healthy, beloved pet. Her babies also found
forever homes – and Archie’s is with Christie! He’s
now 100lbs and a “total bed hog.” Thank you,
Christie!
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The Reservation: A
Look Back
By Pamela Karnavas,
Reservation Resident since 1963

In April of 1961, our neighborhood had
utilities in and paving was about to begin.
“A unique feature of the Estates North
development will be a 1,500-foot-long,
five-foot-high brick wall along Arapaho
Road…accented
by
a
distinctive
entrance,” announced The Richardson
Echo. The wall was and is pink! I have
found no reason why this color was
chosen other than to guess that
Richardson was copying the mystique of
living “behind the pink wall” at Preston
and NW Highway in Dallas’ tony
neighborhood of that time.

By 1962 homes west of Mimosa were
sprouting, many of them “Princess
Homes” by Fred and his son Harold
Peek. Their homes were custom built
with a starting price of $18,950. In fact,
Harold had just married and moved with
his bride to 1301 Chippewa, where he
could oversee construction. Princess
Homes offered “large paneled dens with
beamed
ceilings,
wood
burning
fireplaces, true oak parquet floors and
terrazzo-tiled entry halls” (think Mohawk
Elementary school floors, but nicer). To
add
to
the
desirability
of
our
neighborhood, Mimosa Park was on the
drawing board by July 1963.
Next time, some great ads for our
neighborhood in the early 1960s.

Above: 1311 Chippewa in 1963. Notice one skinny tree
barely visible with a partially-sodded front yard and foundation bushes. All part of the price of the Princess home for
$19,000. Sidewalk doesn’t go far to the left of the narrow
driveway.

How Much?!

Prices in 1961
Do you remember (or can you guess) the
average prices for these everyday items
back when The Reservation was brand
new?

A First Class Stamp........?
A Gallon of Gas...............?
A Dozen Eggs.................?
A Gallon of Milk...............?
Answers: Stamp $0.04, Gas $0.31, Eggs $0.57, Milk $0.49

George Underwood and Lindsey Embrey,
who developed more than 6,000 home
sites, employed Mary Hamby, their “Gal
Friday,” who named practically every
street in their developments. I can only
guess that her theme for our area
became American Indian tribes because
of Arapaho Road. If any of you other “oldtimers” know the story behind our street
names, please let me know.

Price Source: 1960sflashback.com

,
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Mohawk Report
(Continued from page 3)

neighborhood campus whenever possible and
only overflows students when a grade level is full
and student numbers do not make sense to
allocate an additional teacher. Waivers are also
given to increase a class size to keep families
together in the neighborhood school as long as
the learning environment is considered safe and
productive.
If enrollment continues to rise as we believe it will,
the next step in the plan is for RISD to meet with
community members to create a plan for the
campus. This will likely include increasing the size
of the campus. The district doesn’t rule out
redrawing attendance lines but says that is a last
resort option. Generally, RISD builds on to
campuses after the passage of a school bond.
Our last bond was passed in 2016, and historically
the district has held a bond election every five
years. If the district does decide to call a bond
election, it would likely be in 2021. If an addition to
Mohawk is the route the planning committee
recommends and is approved, our school would
hopefully be included in the bond.
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The focus committee is going to meet again in
January after the new demographic report is
available, and after we can gauge the actual
growth we are seeing in school-aged children in
the neighborhoods. We want to make sure that
RISD is being proactive in their approach to
ensure our children have the best learning
environment possible.
There are a lot of strong feelings and opinions
about our growth as a community and Mohawk.
Many of us moved here because of the great
schools, and love our community. It was brought
up in the meeting that some members of the
Mohawk community feel reluctant to share where
they live because of animosity about enrollment
concerns. The committee is working to advocate
for all of our children. We will continue to update
the neighborhood as we meet. If you ever have
any concerns about Mohawk, the district asked
that we reach out to Mrs. Cox, the principal. She
will be able to answer your question or connect
you with the appropriate school district staff. You
are also welcome to email committee members
Kristin Frank (kristin.aten@tx.rr.com) or Melissa
Goldberg (melissa.goldberg@live.com) with any
questions you would like us to bring to the next
meeting in January.
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Realtor’s Corner: The Color Conundrum
By Amanda Valerio

When it comes to your house, picking the right
color paint goes a long way. Whether you’re
adding a quick pop of color by painting your
front door or taking on more involved projects
like repainting the exterior or doing a kitchen
overhaul, the colors you choose matter. Your
home should be as welcoming as possible,
which means it should be painted a color that
will appeal to the most people.

The paint used on the interior of your home can
also add more value to the sale price, and those
colors vary by room. Kitchens that used light
blues and grays sell faster and for more money
than kitchens of a different color. For living
rooms, light browns in shades of taupe or
oatmeal are the colors most sought after. Did
you know that a light blue bathroom could
garner you more money?

According to a report by Zillow, homes that had
an exterior color of ‘greige,’ or a mixture of gray
and beige, sold for a higher price than similar
homes painted a different color. Houses with a
freshly-painted bright front door sell for much
higher prices too, especially those with doors
that add a pop of color such as navy blue and
slate gray. Houses with navy or slate gray doors
typically sold for $1,514 more than other similar
houses.

If you’re starting to wrestle with which colors to
use on your home, hopefully knowing the best
shades to consider for resale value will help you
narrow down the search.
Amanda Valerio is a full-time Realtor with
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. She,
along with her husband and son, moved to
Mohawk Trail 10 years ago and have loved
every minute of it.
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Crime & Safety: 10 Crime Prevention Tips
By Officer David Beregszaszy

Stay safe! Here are a few tips from Richardson
Police Officer David Beregszaszy:
 Lock your car and take your keys with you,
even if you are just running inside a
business for a quick coffee in the morning.
Many car thieves steal cars that are left
running unattended. It is against the law to
leave keys in an unattended vehicle.
 Do not leave valuables such as cell phones,
DVD players, monitors, laptop computers,
wallets or purses inside your vehicle. By
leaving these items in your vehicle you are
inviting a criminal to steal your property.
 If you must leave valuables inside your
vehicle, place them in the trunk prior to
arriving at your final destination. If a thief is
already in the parking lot, they will see you
put the valuables inside your trunk.
 Install 4” screws on your door frames and
the strike plates. Do this on all your doors
including the inside garage door. This will
reinforce the strength of the doors and slow
down a potential burglar – hopefully making
them choose another target.
 Keep your blinds and curtains closed when
you are away from home. Leaving them
open allows a thief to shop for quality items
in your home.

 If you have a fence surrounding your
backyard, use gate locks. Place the locks on
the inside of the fence to make them more
difficult to remove. Locks may not prevent a
burglar, but they will slow them down.
 A porch light left on during the day, flyers
and coupons on the door, and an overgrown
lawn are dead giveaways of an extended
absence.
 Important outgoing mail should be taken to a
postal drop box, not left in your home
mailbox for pickup, possibly by a mail or
identity thief.
 Have your keys in hand and ready when
walking to or from your vehicle to avoid
having to stop and search at your most
vulnerable point.
 If you have a home with a sliding glass door,
install a slide bar and pin. An old broom
handle will work as a slide bar, and you can
drill a small hole in the top of the door frame
and place a nail in the hole to prevent the
door from being raised.
Officer David Beregszaszy oversees West Richardson
Residential Programs for RPD. For more information
and tips, visit www.richardsonpolice.net/prevention.
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Lawn & Garden: Made in the Shade
By Kate Son

One of the best parts about living in the
Reservation has got to be the trees. Our oak-lined
streets make for a picturesque place to live and
play, and the leafy branches supply some muchneeded shelter from the intense summer sun. Of
course, it’s not all sunny; anyone who has tried to
keep grass and other plants alive under their
trees’ shady canopies knows that it can be a
particularly challenging (and sometimes downright
frustrating) task. So what are we to do?
The team at Water University (part of the Texas
A&M AgriLife Research and Extension Center in
Dallas) conducts research on water use efficiency
and watershed planning. Based on the North
Texas landscape, they have developed a wide
variety of tips for ideal plant selection, installation,
and maintenance. Here are a few of their helpful
suggestions for planting and gardening in shady
areas like our own.

Shade Gardening Tips
Attribution: Texas A&M AgriLife Research Water
University
Website: http://wateruniversity.tamu.edu

Determine the various degrees of shade in
your yard- i.e. How much sunlight and when? A
good idea is to take a photograph from the same
place in your yard at 8 am, noon and 5 pm. This
will show you where shade covers your landscape
at different times of day. Some plants might
tolerate some morning sun, but burn up in the
heat of the afternoon sun.
Try shade-loving plants where turfgrass won’t
grow.
Ornamental
trees,
shrubs,
ferns,
ornamental grasses and groundcovers, mulch
pathways and even sitting areas with pervious
paving are strong solutions for replacing turfgrass
in the shade. There is a whole new world of plant
(Continued on page 15)
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Shade
(Continued from page 13)

material that not only tolerates, but thrives in the
shade.
These
shade-loving
plants
vary
tremendously in their form, foliage and colors of
their blooms!
Pay attention to shadows of nearby buildings,
fences, shrubs and trees. A tree, shrub, building
or fence should be considered an asset, serving
as a backdrop or structural focal point that can
complement and enhance your plantings.
Be careful when planting - Don’t damage tree
roots! Take care to avoid damaging roots, which
can extend past the drip-line, when working under
or near trees. The drip line is the area under a
tree’s canopy.
Water only as needed - Infrequently and deeply!
We see even less water loss in shaded areas,
both in the plants themselves with slower
transpiration rates and reduced evaporation from
the soil.

DID YOU
KNOW?

If your home has an ET/Smart
Irrigation System, you can
request a variance from the City
of Richardson so that it can
operate as needed—even on
non-designated watering days.
www.cor.net/waterconservation
or 972-744-4220 for more
information

Advertise with Us!
(Limited Space Remaining)

Upcoming
Events

The RNA Quarterly
Newsletter is distributed via
print or email. We have 475
members & there are 766
homes in the Reservation.
For more information on ad
specs and pricing, please
email

June 8
BBQ Cook-off @ GHCC, 6-9pm
July 4
Independence Day Parade and
Picnic @ Mimosa Park, 9am
September/October TBD
Fall Roundup
October 1
National Night Out

newsletter@reservationna.org

In addition to your ad,
newsletter advertisers will
receive a mention on our
neighborhood Facebook
page during the quarter
your ad runs.

Contribute to the
Newsletter!
Got an idea for an article?
Email Kate Son and
Carli Chapman at

newsletter@reservationna.org

Now taking submissions
for our 3rd Quarter Issue!

December 14
Carriage Rides
TBD
2020 Membership Drive

Credits:
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Photos used with permission.

