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Can you believe it’s already August?
I saw a posting online the other day:
“August already? September is
practically next week. Time to pick
out a Halloween Costume and start
your Christmas shopping. Happy
New Year, everybody.” While funny,
this is so true! It seems like yesterday that summer had started, and
the kids were out of school. But blink
your eyes and 2 months have
passed, the kids have grown 2
inches and school is starting back
this week. With summer nearly
behind us, I want to say how great it
is to live in a neighborhood where
everyone takes pride in their yards,
and no matter the hour of the day, it
seems you can find people outside
walking, running, cleaning or just
enjoying the fellowship with one
another.
As we continue full-speed into the
back half of the year, I want to
encourage everyone to look for ways
to give back to the community if you
are not already. During my 2 years
now as Neighborhood Association
President, I can truly say serving you
all in this position has blessed my life
with new connections both in and
outside of the Reservation. The
growth
challenges
that
we’ve
experienced have pushed the board
to learn more about city laws, and in
the process has enabled us to
develop stronger relationships within
the city. While serving the Neighborhood, my family has also benefited
from the service of others. My kids
enjoy playing on local neighborhood
teams formed by coaches in the
neighborhood who have given their

time and talent to help teach not only the
sport of the season, but also impart life
lessons to help train them up for life’s
challenges.
That said, there are always needs, and
the Neighborhood Association needs
some volunteers. The current board has
been “on the job” for at least four years
now, and while everyone has committed
to returning to their position next year,
we still have an open board position for
Activities Director. This is a key position,
but not one where you are “stuck” doing
all the activities work yourself. This is a
position where you are on the board,
attend board meetings, and use your
creativity and ability to work with others
to help plan activities focused on
bringing people together.
We also need help at events. For
Roundup coming up in October, a group
from the 1300 block of Comanche has
stepped up to plan the event. However,
we still do not have anyone (or block)
signed up to organize and plan the
annual Christmas in the Park event
where we provide horse-drawn carriage
rides. If we do not have someone sign up
by the end of August, this event will not
occur.
Like the PTA or Athletics booster clubs,
there are always areas and ways you
can get plugged in with the Neighborhood Association, either one time or on a
reoccurring basis. If you are interested in
helping serve the neighborhood, e-mail
me at president@reservationna.org.
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Membership Update
RNA Membership

As of August 2019, our current Membership count
is 484 (63% of homes). In September, we will
close up shop for 2019 memberships in
preparation for our 2020 Membership Drive.
We’ve been consistently growing for the past few
years; let’s keep the trend going!

Members

370

393

425

2016

2017

2018

484

302

2 015

2019

Welcoming New Neighbors
New next-door neighbors? Make sure to let your Block Captain know (the
block captain list is available at www.reservationna.org), or email
membership@reservationna.org so we can welcome them to the
neighborhood with a basket of goodies along with information about the
RNA and other ways to get plugged into the community.
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Mohawk Elementary: A Note from Principal Cox
By Megan Cox, Principal of Mohawk Elementary

Greetings Mohawk community,
I can feel the energy and excitement around the
neighborhood as we gear up to head back to school!
We have higher enrollment numbers than we’ve had
in the past 5 years and that is a true testament to the
quality of the neighborhood. Thank you for all you do
as a community to help make Mohawk amazing!
Our theme this year is “Let the Adventure Begin.”
This theme embodies exploration, discovery, and
individuality. Here at Mohawk, we believe that every
day has the potential to be a positive adventure. All
staff recognizes elementary school forms lifelong
impressions of learning, and we want Mohawk to be
a place all kids are eager to attend. In order to
create this environment, we have to ensure that our
new staff fulfills this belief. Below you will find the
newest additions to our Colt family, as well as
familiar faces in new places.
New Additions:
Addie Tamlyn - Kindergarten
MaKenna Bauer - Kindergarten
Mary Lea Phillips - 1st grade
Blanche Lockhart - 1st grade
Caroline Magruder - 4th grade
Norma Teamer - DLC Aide

Jamie Keyser - Art
Katie VandenBerge - Speech Language Pathologist
(SLP)
Debbie Weidner - REACH support
Heather Flanery - Materials Clerk/Cafeteria
Chelen Dennis - Cafeteria Manager
Tim Benson - Assistant Principal
Faces in New Places:
Will Jenks - PE
Jessica Pillsbury - Student Data Specialist
Saundra Foster - Resource Aide
An area we continue to work on each year is school
safety. One of the ways we do this is to ensure that
our carpool line moves quickly and efficiently. Below
is a diagram of the way the carpool lines are intended
to move and the expectations of each line. Thank you
for helping this system work the way it was designed.
Lastly, our Mohawk PTA is one of our biggest
partners and we always look forward to the events
they organize and the way they support the staff.
Joining the Mohawk PTA is a way to stay in the loop
on all things Mohawk. Even if you do not have a child
here, it is a way to contribute to the campus. You can
join here at MohawkPTA.org.
Thank you for supporting your neighborhood school.
We are looking forward to a great adventure this year!
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Connect in the Neighborhood
By Carli Chapman

With so many people in the Reservation, you may be
wondering how to get connected with others. While
there are many options (and always more coming),
one is the Mohawk Area Moms Facebook Group.
This is a great place to connect with others, ask
questions, get recommendations, and find out who
runs each of the grade level Facebook groups.
Alissa Bennett, Emily McMurtrey, Laurie Evans and
Roshawn Turner are our lovely admins and manage
the Mohawk Area Moms Group. If you would like to
join, please search for the group on Facebook and
send in a request to be added. Any families that feed
into Mohawk are welcome to join.
Are you looking to connect with other parents with
same-age children? You can use the Mohawk Area
Moms Facebook group as a jumping-off point to
connect with other families with children that line up
with yours. Sub-groups exist for each school class to

share updates and offer
opportunities to connect
throughout the yearRNA
in
addition to the larger
Mohawk area events. We
just recently had a fun
morning at the Campbell
Green Sprayground with
our future classmates.
These are great tools to
connect our neighborhood
and our kiddos.

MEMBERSHIP

A special note about the Mohawk Area Moms Group:
the page is used for information sharing and inquiries
only. A separate buy/sell/trade Facebook page exists
for our little corner of the world that you’re welcome to
join after joining the Mohawk Area Moms Group!
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New Eats & Treats in 75080
By Kate Son

Not sure where to eat out this week? Richardson has
more places to choose from than ever before. Below are
just a few of the new restaurants that have opened in our
zip code in 2019. Convenient and delicious? Win-win!
Have places to add? Love one of new restaurants
nearby and want to share your review in the next issue?
Let me know at newsletter@reservationna.org.
Fish and Fizz
400 N Coit Rd #1908
https://www.fishandfizz.com/
Sake Japanese Korean Bistro
300 N Coit Rd Suite 270
https://www.sakejapanesekoreanbistro.com/

Above: Tongue in Cheek now offers flights of their
small-batch, homemade ice cream. They also have
several non-dairy options - and a drive-thru!

Industrial Pizza and Brew
100 S Central Expy #72
https://www.industrialpizzaandbrew.com/

Fat Straws
1251 W Campbell Rd
https://www.fatstraws.co/

The Fifth: Fireside Patio & Bar
2701 Custer Parkway Suite 700
http://www.thefifthtx.com/

OMG Tacos
744 S Central Expy #220
http://www.omgtacos.com/

Pizza Americana
800 W Arapaho Rd
https://www.pizzaamericanatx.com/

One Hummus
100 S Central Expy #53
http://onehummus.com/

Hat Creek Burger Company
2311 N Central Expy
https://hatcreekburgers.com/

Below 40 Fresh Kitchen
220 W Campbell Rd
http://below40freshkitchen.com/l

Tongue in Cheek Ice Cream
526 W Arapaho Rd
https://tongueincheekicecream.com/

Philly Pretzel Factory
1920 N Coit Road Suite 211
https://phillypretzelfactory.com/
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Neighborhood Spotlight: Mohawk Mom’s Fitness
As busy moms know, it can be difficult to find the time
and motivation to work out. Reservation resident,
mom of 3, and Pearce HS teacher Brenda Garza
understands this and has started Mohawk Mom’s
Fitness—a free, Saturday-morning workout session at
Mimosa Park where neighborhood women can burn
calories, get motivated, and be part of a supportive
community. Below, Brenda explains the origin of the
group and how to get involved.
1. Can you share a little about yourself?
My name is Brenda Garza & my family and I have
lived in the Reservation for a little over a year now. I
teach Forensic Science at JJ Pearce High School & I
absolutely LOVE IT! My husband and I will be
celebrating our 10 year wedding anniversary this
year! Together we have 3 beautiful children - Leia,
Jaxon and Brooklyn.
2. What is Mohawk Mom’s Fitness?
Mohawk Mom’s Fitness is a FREE boot campinspired workout session that I lead every Saturday
morning at Mimosa Park. MMF represents a
community of women who want to burn calories in a
fun and invigorating environment. It’s my goal to make
it feel more like a sisterhood where we support and
encourage one another to live healthy and happy not
only on Saturday, but throughout the week. Seeing
women come together to have fun, work out, and do
something for themselves gives me all the feels!
As of right now, it is for women only. Sessions start at
8am and they usually last about 30 minutes. All that is
needed is a mat and something to hydrate. I provide
everything else.
3. Why did you decide to start this group? Has
fitness always been a passion of yours?
Mohawk Mom’s Fitness was inspired by the
neighborhood “Mohawk Moms” group. I was looking
for a way to serve & build relationships, and since I
am very passionate about health (mental, emotional &
physical) and fitness, I decided to use my gift to pour
into the women of Richardson through free workout
sessions. Right now we are a small group and we
only meet 1 day a week, but as we grow, I will most
likely create more sessions & lead fun events.
As far as whether fitness has always been a passion
of mine, I would have to say - YES! I played my 1st
sport at 3 years old and continued on playing 5 varsity
sports in high school. During my teaching career, I
have coached both High School Softball and
Volleyball. Now, I coach people mostly online by
providing accountability, custom meal plans &
workout plans.

Above: Brenda (center) and a group of
Mohawk Moms at a Saturday workout.

4. What’s your favorite exercise?
My favorite way to exercise is through strength
training. I will usually lift weights first thing in the
morning Monday through Friday and end with 15
minutes of cardio intervals. On Saturday I enjoy
doing a full body circuit that is high intensity but
quick - 30 minutes max. Sunday is always a rest
day.
5. What advice would you give to people who are
new to exercising, or hesitant to start because
it’s overwhelming & they don’t know what to
do?
I would say definitely come join us one of these
Saturdays! It’s a judgement-free zone. You have
nothing to lose! The workouts are for all age groups
and all fitness levels. It doesn’t matter whether
you’re an absolute beginner or if working out is
second nature to you; I will be there guiding you
100% of the time because I truly believe the nonphysical benefits go far beyond the aesthetic ones.
Maintaining good health should be the primary
motivator for moving your body!
Special thank you to everyone that has supported
Mohawk Mom’s Fitness. I’ve made it my personal
mission to help as many of you as possible to
achieve your ideal level of health & fitness as we
make permanent & sustainable changes to both our
mindset and lifestyle.
If you haven’t already, join our Facebook group“Mohawk Mom’s Fitness” for recipes, motivation &
information on future events. XO
Thanks so much, Brenda!
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The Reservation: A Look Back

Above: Waldorf Salad, anyone? An RISD lunch menu from Fall 1962. Lunch prices
were 40¢ for Elementary, 45¢ for Junior & Senior High. Milk was included, and desserts could be purchased for an extra 10¢.
By Pamela Karnavas,
Reservation Resident since 1963

Summer of ‘62
The Reservation was just beginning, and
Richardson businesses were preparing the
burgeoning population for concerns of that year.
North Texans contemplating buying houses in the
new luxury edition of Estates North were reminded
that their Christmas bonuses could help them buy
a $2000-$3800 home lot on Cherokee or
Cheyenne. Richardson Savings and Loan was
looking out for the interests of young families by
reporting that a four year college degree cost
$6000, but warned that the cost might well reach
$8000 by 1980. As families moved into Estates
North, they found that cinch bugs were pests that
could ruin their new St. Augustine lawns, but Ortho
had a spray for that!
Hide and Go Seek, Freeze Tag, Kick the Can, and
Heights pool kept kids busy and outside during
vacation. Summer even lasted longer in the
1960’s. Kids didn’t return to school until the

Tuesday after Labor Day. Brand new Arapaho
Elementary served both sides of Arapaho. The most
dreaded disease of that year was still polio. Sabin
Oral Vaccines were provided free to all residents of
Richardson. In this area of town, sugar cubes
saturated with the Type 3 Polio Phase 2 vaccine
were administered at “the High School.” Kids were
glad to chew the sugar cubes instead of receiving
shots as in earlier years.
11,285 students walked to school with their new
supplies and new first-day-of-school clothes. Girls
wore dresses or skirts as required. Boys wore
slacks; no jeans allowed. Most boys sported crew
cuts and many young girls had received Lilt
permanents in preparation for Tuesday, September
4. Metal lunch boxes with pictures of cowboys or
Barbie dolls, as well as brown paper sacks, sent
whiffs of peanut butter and jelly or bologna
sandwiches throughout the elementary school halls.
Above is a sample of the 40 cent plate lunches from
the cafeteria--milk included.

,
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RNA Website Update
By Kate Son

Have you visited the Reservation Neighborhood Association’s
website lately? Thanks to Calvin Turner, the RNA website has
gotten a facelift for fall.
Visit http://reservationna.org/ to...


Stay up-to-date on the latest neighborhood news.



View & download past quarterly newsletters.



Follow the RNA Facebook Page and NextDoor Group.



Get contact information for the current Board of Directors.



Find the list of Block Captains and RNA Bylaws.



Renew your membership online or print the membership
application to fill out by hand.



Learn about ways to connect in the neighborhood - either
through local groups or volunteering.

PAGE 9

PAGE 10

R E S E R V A T I O N NE WS LE T T E R

ISSUE 3

Realtor’s Corner: HVAC Service
By Dickie Watkins

The dog days of August are upon us. This is the
time when the HVAC system in your home begins
to work its hardest. This is when the system fails
on Friday afternoon after 5 pm and you leave a
message with an answering service to get that
return call to find out when the service tech can
come out and check the system. Oh yeah, it’s now
after hours and the rates go up. So there are
several things you can do as a homeowner to
keep that unit running, reduce wear and tear on
the system and also try to keep that electric bill
from putting you in the “poor house.”
First, you should hire a reliable HVAC company to
service your system at least once a year, but best
would be to do it in the spring and fall. They will
check the unit for mechanical malfunctions, clean
the coils and the evaporator, inspect the lines and
wiring and hopefully head off any major problems.
Here are a few steps that may help you keep that
system running efficiently and extend the life of
the system:
• Replace the filter or filters on a regular basis.
Depending on the quality of filter, you should
change every 30-90 days.
• Once or twice a year, pour a cup of bleach mixed
with water down the condensate line. This will
keep algae/mold from growing in the drain line
and prevent it from clogging and causing water
damage.

• Keep the area around the outside unit clean and
clear of bushes and debris.
• Check the copper coolant lines at the outside
unit for insulation. Keep those lines insulated.
• Use a programmable thermostat. It will allow you
to set the temperature for various times of the day.
Cool when you are home and warmer when you
are away. This will save you money on that
electric bill by running the unit when you need it
rather than all the time.
Of all the items on the list, the one thing to do that
will help the most is replacing the filter. It is the life
of the system. It will save wear and tear on the
system and extend the service life of the unit.
If you need a referral for service, reach out to your
local Realtor. They will have a list of service
providers to recommend, not only for your HVAC
but many for the trades needed to keep your
home up and running in good condition. Having
regular maintenance on your home will save you
money in the long run but also put dollars in your
pocket when you are ready to sell. That
discussion may be for another day.
Dickie Watkins is a Realtor and property manager with
The Blair Group Real Estate. He has been a Realtor for
12 years. He and his wife Jan are native to Richardson,
both growing up here and graduating from Richardson
High School. They have lived in the Reservation for 10
years. Dickie is involved with Leadership Richardson
and the alumni association. He likes to golf, fish and
hunt.

Activities Abound
By Carli Chapman

With back-to-school comes a wealth of
opportunities to take part in different activities. If
you are looking for a fun activity for yourself or
your child, look no further than the City of
Richardson website.
The Recreation Centers page allows you to
choose your preferred location for activities, or
you can visit the Recreation Guide for a full listing
of fall activities. From art and music, to karate,
ballet, and soccer, there’s an activity for
everyone.

Don’t wait to register, as many classes are kept
small to maximize the fun. You can register online,
call the appropriate recreation center for additional
details or even go in person to fill out the
registration forms and secure your spot.
We have personally participated in three different
toddler ballet classes and marked our calendars
for August 1st when registration opened for fall so
we could get our tiny ballerina enrolled for another
fun semester of dance. We would definitely
recommend the rec center programs to others. If
nothing else, it is a great way to try a new activity
at a lower cost with a convenient location!
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Crime & Safety: Crime Prevention Tips
By Tom Calvert, Reservation Crime Watch Patrol
Coordinator

You’ve heard Smokey Bear say “Only you can
prevent wildfires.” Similarly, “Only you can prevent
home and vehicle burglaries.” Below are some crime
prevention tips.
1) If you have a fence surrounding your backyard,
use gate locks. Place the locks on the inside of
the fence to make it more difficult to remove
them. Locks may not prevent a burglar, but they
will slow him down.

4) Important outgoing mail should be taken to a
postal drop box, not left in your home mailbox for
pickup, possibly by a mail or identity thief.
5) Do not leave personal identification inside your
vehicle. Your driver’s license should be kept on
your person and not inside your car. If a thief
does break into your vehicle and steals your
wallet with your information, check your credit
frequently for any fraudulent charges.

2) Do not leave your devices visible and unsecured
inside your vehicle. These are very hot items to
steal. Remember, a thief will assume they are
stuffed inside your glove box or under the seat if
you leave the mount or power cord visible inside
the vehicle.

6) Keep your blinds and curtains closed when you
are away from home. Leaving them open allows
a thief to shop for quality items in your home.

3) If it is essential to travel with items such as a
laptop, briefcase, purse, GPS unit, etc., hide
them in the trunk prior to reaching your next
destination.

For
more
crime
prevention
tips,
visit
richardsonpolice.net/prevention/. And don’t miss the
Public Safety Expo on Saturday, September 14th
from 9am-1pm at the Richardson Civic Center.

7) Always lock your home’s doors and windows,
and lock your vehicle’s doors with windows up.
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Bigger or Better
By Deb Be

We just wrapped up a rousing game of
“Bigger or Better” for back to school for the
6th graders. (Teams were given a small,
inexpensive item and had two hours to
knock on doors in the neighborhood and
trade up for something bigger or better).
They came back with a mattress, Kate
Spade watch, a lacrosse goal and a dog.
The dog was against the rules so he was
returned and they came back with 5
autographed super bowl footballs. I kid you
not. (Update: One of the footballs was
signed by Roger Staubach!)
Objects collected and traded include a giant
armchair, paintings, a toddler tunnel and
more! Our starting object was a small binder
clip.

ISSUE 3

ISSUE 3

R E S E R V A T I O N NE WS LE T T E R

PAGE 13

Lawn & Garden: Test Your Turf IQ
Are you shrewd about sod? A master of grass?
Test your knowledge about maintaining a healthy
lawn by answering the 10 questions below. Quiz is
courtesy of the North Texas Municipal Water
District. Visit https://www.ntmwd.com to learn
more.
1. To choose which grass is right for your
landscape, you need to consider the following:

6. Which warm-season turfgrasses do the best in
direct sunlight?

a. Your personal preference of grass

a. St. Augustine

b. The amount of sunlight your yard receives

b. Bermuda

c. City water guidelines

c. Buffalo

d. All of the above

d. All of the above
e. B and C only

2. True or False? Turfgrass is artificial grass.
a. True
b. False
3. Which of the following is NOT a droughttolerant turfgrass recommended for the warmer
climate of North Texas?
a. Buffalo
b. St. Augustine
c. Kentucky Bluegrass
d. Bermuda

7. Which turfgrass requires very little water and
can be mowed less often?
a. Zoysia
b. St. Augustine
c. Buffalo
d. Bermuda
e. All of the above
8. True or False? Zoysia is the most versatile
warm-season turfgrass in North Texas?
a. True

4. The best type of yard for turfgrass is one that
receives:

b. False

a. Full sun

9. In lower-light situations, you should:

b. Part sun

a. Avoid overwatering

c. Part shade

b. Avoid over-fertilizing

d. All of the above

c. All of the above

5. It’s best to water your yard:
a. Before 10 a.m.

d. None of the above

b. Once a week with 1 inch of water

10. True or False? You should always set your
mower on the same height setting no matter which
turf type you use in your landscape.

c. Anytime I want

a. True

d. Both A and B

b. False

Answers on Back Cover
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GHCC Pool Update
Reposted from an email to members, August 2019

Our 2019 Swim Season is coming to a close, but
there’s still plenty of time left to enjoy yourself at
GHCC! It has been an amazing season and we’ve
loved seeing all of our friends enjoy the club. Think
about this - since opening for the 2019 swim season
we’ve had:














Swim Hours – 412 hours
Glorious Adult Only Swim – 59 hours
Club Volleyball Practice – 15 hours
Rec Volleyball – over 45 hours!
Crossfit Richardson training – 16 hours
GHCC Board Meetings – over 14 hours
GHCC Board/Member Brainstorming – over 5
hours
Semi-Private Parties – 7 parties (14 hours)
Private Parties – 5 parties (14 hours)
Hot Dogs and Sausages Served – over 200
Pork Shoulders Served – 4
Snacks and Drinks Purchased – over 2000!
NEW FRIENDS MADE & COMMUNITY
RELATIONSHIPS BUILT - BEYOND MEASURE

GHCC
Calendar
As our weeks get busier and kids go back to school,
we want to make sure that you are aware of a few
important dates coming up at GHCC. You can
always view the full calendar at www.ourpool.org/
calendar
GHCC is open for rentals through September
Closed Mon-Thur starting Aug 15th
Annual Klink Klassic Tournament 8/31-9/1
Open Fri-Sun through Labor Day
Labor Day Swim September 2nd
Adults-only Cornhole Tournament & Fundraiser 9/20

RNA & COR Upcoming Events
Mid-September
2020 RNA Membership Drive
Begins
September 14
Richardson Public Safety Expo
September 24
Richardson Reads One Book Author Event
October 1
Richardson’s National Night Out
October 5
RNA Fall Roundup
October 5-6
Richardson Cottonwood Art Festival

Advertise with Us!
(Limited Space Remaining)

The RNA Quarterly
Newsletter is distributed via
print or email. We have 484
members & there are 766
homes in the Reservation.
For more information on ad
specs and pricing, please
email

newsletter@reservationna.org

In addition to your ad,
newsletter advertisers will
receive a mention on our
neighborhood Facebook
page during the quarter
your ad runs.

Contribute to the
Newsletter!
Got an idea for an article?
Email Kate Son and
Carli Chapman at

newsletter@reservationna.org

Now taking submissions
for our 4th Quarter Issue!

October 19-20
Richardson Huffhines Art Trails Festival
November 22
Richardson Public Library’s 60th Anniversary
Celebration
Answers from Turf IQ Quiz (p. 13):
1.d | 2.b | 3.c | 4.d | 5.d | 6.d | 7.c | 8.a | 9.c | 10.b

Credits:
Article graphics designed by
Freepik.
Photos used with permission.

