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I can’t believe how fast this year has
flown by and that Christmas is right
around the corner! This year has been
another interesting one for the
Reservation.
Thanks
to
the
volunteerism of Kate Son and Carli
Chapman, we had the first newsletter
for the Reservation in almost a
decade! These ladies, with help from
others in the community, have helped
keep us informed on current
happenings. In particular, a special
thanks goes out to Pam Karnavas for
providing a look back at the
Reservation’s historic past. Can you
believe our little neighborhood has
been around 58 years?
A few months back, we had a
community concern that required the
Neighborhood
Association’s
involvement; the RNA helped lead the
charge to pull together a multineighborhood focus group to work with
RISD and Principal Cox to discuss

how best to accommodate Mohawk’s
growth. As a community, we need to
continue to try and work with the RISD
Board and Mrs. Cox collaboratively to
ensure the best for all children
attending Mohawk.
Besides the community concerns, we
continue to help create and foster
relationships with family fun activities
like the Easter Egg Hunt, the BBQ
Cook-off, 4th of July, Roundup, and
the occasional Adults Night Out.
These events help make our 766house neighborhood seem just a little
bit smaller, and I hope that many of
you have met some new neighbors
and built some new friendships
because of them. If you haven’t been
able to participate yet, there’s still time!
Thanks to several ladies in the
neighborhood, there are plans to have
“Christmas in the Park” on December
16th, where we’ll be able to gather
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Corner
(Continued from page 1)

together young and old and watch a Christmas
movie by the fire. Then, on the 20th, we can gather
as adults at the Stengel house for some wine tasting
and appetizers; bring a bottle of your favorite wine,
some apps, and come share with friends as we
spread some holiday cheer just before Christmas.
As we head out of 2019 and into 2020, we are again
in the midst of our membership campaign. Besides
the membership card that will get you 15% off your
meals at select restaurants (Palio’s and Golden
Chick, just to name two), this year anyone who is a
member by the end of January will receive a $10
voucher for Sonny Bryans! The membership
practically pays for itself and that doesn’t count the
activities and representation it brings with the city
and RISD. For those new to the community, the
Reservation Neighborhood is NOT an HOA. We DO
NOT regulate what your house looks like, how many
trees you have in your yard, nor do we have the

ability to levy fines or control your property. What the
Reservation Neighborhood Association DOES is
encourage community, spread knowledge about
happenings in the community and city, and
represent you with the city. Oh, and Christmas lights
and any other holiday decorations are highly
encouraged! So don’t delay and join the RNA today!
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Mohawk Focus Group Update
By Jay Jolly

Update on the Focus Group's work with Mohawk and
RISD...they now plan to expand Mohawk!
The Focus Group, consisting of representatives from
the Reservation, JJ Pearce, Greenwood Hills,
University Place, and Savoy Trace, met again with
Megan Cox and Tim Benson from Mohawk along
with Tabitha Branum, Sandra Hayes, and Peggy
Dillion from RISD’s district leadership team. We
continued the discussions around the growth of the
communities feeding Mohawk and how to ensure the
children in those areas can both attend Mohawk and
receive the high-level of education that we’ve all
come to expect. First of all, we were surprised and
thankful that the meeting took place as planned
given everything Mrs. Hayes and Mrs. Branum in
particular have been dealing with to ensure kids can
still go to school after the storms. They've worked
day and night to devise temporary solutions to fix
problems no one would have expected.
In Feb/Mar the request from the community was to
keep the kids that live in homes zoned for Mohawk in
Mohawk. Mrs. Cox, with support of the district, was
able to do this; however, in doing so this currently
also means having waivers in ~9 of the classes.
While everyone agrees these waivers are not ideal,
the other alternative was to bus ~14 students out of
the neighborhood to go to school elsewhere, which
was the concern that precipitated the Feb/Mar
meeting.
At the meeting Mrs. Cox shared with us that she
consulted her staff on challenges they face with the
class size and with specials where the structure of
specials results in 30 kinder kids in a class. The
group discussed various options (hiring an aide,
parent volunteers, etc.) to help add a second adult to
the classrooms. However, each of those options has
its own challenges: from budget issues for hiring
aides to privacy and training concerns over parents
being in the classroom on a regular basis.
We discussed once again the need for the
demographer to be more accurate and even made
the offer to meet with the demographer and share
the insights of the community. It is yet to be
determined if this offer will be accepted. While the

demographer was off by 36% (24) in kindergarten,
looking across all grades, the estimates were only off
by 1.2% (6 students). At this point, continuing to poke
holes in the demographer’s report is futile given the
more long-term solution of expansion that was
presented to the group.
As a state rule, K-4 classes can only be 22 students
in size without receiving waivers. Mohawk requested
and received waivers in 9 classes, 5 of which were to
go from 22 to 24. Per Mrs. Cox, no classroom has
over 24 students.
Looking at the future for Mohawk, the district does
see the growth both from the original neighborhoods
for whom Mohawk was originally built in the 60s as
well as the new neighborhoods being developed. Mrs.
Cox opened the meeting letting us know that the
District has decided to expand Mohawk because they
do see a need to enlarge the school to meet the
needs of the growing feeder community. This
enlargement will occur with collaboration between the
District, Mohawk Staff, and select neighbors who will
be asked to be on the committee. The process for
identifying key areas of need with the final building to
a design will take 6 months. Upon completion, the
design will be taken for approval with the RISD
School Board, at which point decisions on how the
expansion will be funded (through existing capital
funds or via bond package) will be decided.
Ultimately, it’s acknowledged that this expansion will
take 2-3yrs.
During this time, we all need to remain supportive of
the teachers charged with educating our young
children, continue to look for ways to help aid Mrs.
Cox and her staff, and be patient for the building
growth and planning.
With our current numbers and the corresponding
growth issues, we appreciate the communication the
district has had with the Mohawk community. As we
move forward, we continue to encourage that all
school-related questions/concerns be taken directly to
Mohawk Elementary’s principal, Megan Cox. If there
are any further ideas or suggestions that do not
warrant a public stage and are more appropriate for
the neighborhood focus group, here is the contact:
mohawkfocus@gmail.com.
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JJP Activities

Membership Update

By Carli Chapman

As of mid-November, we’re up to 268 members for
2020! Our membership campaign will run through
December. Visit http://reservationna.org/membership
RNA MEMBERSHIP
to join online, or you can give your membership form
and check to your block captain (a list of block
captains is available on the website at
http://reservationna.org/block-captains/). The 2020
membership form can be found on the back of this
newsletter.

With the year coming to a close, many of our
student activities are gearing down for the
semester. Forte held a concert a few weeks ago
where they honored their seniors. The theater
group recently held auditions for their spring
show and we can all be assured of another great
JJP performance. A full schedule of athletic
events can be found online at https://
pearceathletics.membershiptoolkit.com/calendars
- make sure to check back often and take
advantage of some of these last few
opportunities to support our student athletes in
2019. Coming up after the first of the year is the
Pacesetter Dance Workshop for grades K-6 and
Pacesetter Hopeful Intensive for grades 7-8,
scheduled for January 21, 2020. Don’t wait to
sign
up
for
your
spot
at
https://
pearcepacesetters.membershiptoolkit.com/
Dance_Workshop.

Additionally, we have three blocks that are in need of
block captains. If you live on the 1400 blocks of
Chickasaw or Cheyenne or the 1100 block of
Melrose and are interested in an easy but important
way to get involved, send a note to Block Captain
Director Patti Fitch at pafitch01@gmail.com.
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December Festivities
By Kate Son

Eat, Drink & Be Merry with your neighbors! Here are
some fun RNA & Richardson events planned for the last
month of the year.
Sat, Dec. 7th: Richardson Christmas Parade
This year’s parade begins at 9am at Richardson Square
Mall with the theme “A Lonestar Christmas.”

Mon, Dec. 16th: RNA Christmas in the Park
Bring the family to Mimosa Park to enjoy a
holiday movie by the fire. More details to follow
soon via email!

Thurs, Dec. 12 & 19: Santa’s Village “Hometown
Thursdays”
While open to the public on weekends starting 12/7,
Thursday nights are for Richardson residents only at City
Hall’s Santa’s Village. Grab your tickets early - more info
at http://www.cor.net.

Fri, Dec. 20th: Neighborhood Wine Tasting
This adults-only event will take place at Lisa
Stengel’s home at 1221 Comanche from 7pm9:30pm. Bring your favorite wine and appetizer
to share and meet some new friends! Please
RSVP to Lisa by texting 972-810-7342.

Quick Refresher: Trash & BABIC

With the recent storm, many residents have more
cleanup than usual. Need a refresher on how to
separate your trash and bulky items for pickup? The
City of Richardson has provided the helpful graphic
above.

3. Bulky items such as appliances and large
electronics should be placed at curbside right-ofway.

1. Household trash and recycling should be placed
at the normal pickup location.

4. Construction debris, building materials, drywall,
lumber, carpet, furniture, mattresses, and
plumbing materials should be set at curbside
right-of-way. Note: No commercial debris or
hazardous waste will be removed by the City. All
debris placed on the right-of-way must be related
to the storm.

2. Vegetative debris such as tree limbs and logs
should be placed at curbside right-of-way.

To schedule a BABIC pickup, visit the city’s website
at www.cor.net/BABIC or call 972-744-4111.

The following numbered items should be set out
in separate piles (see above):
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The Reservation: A Look Back
By Pamela Karnavas

1963

The year our neighborhood was well on its way to becoming the luxurious
spot in Richardson that developers advertised, Dallas was to experience
the worst day in its history—November 22, 1963. The unthinkable had
happened: President John F. Kennedy was assassinated on a Dallas
street. The shock and devastation came the Friday before Thanksgiving.
Although our holidays were subdued that year, parents made sure the kids
had some good memories, too.
Santa was everywhere in Richardson, appearing from December 5-21 not only in his snowman-shaped house
at Heights Shopping Center, but also at Arapaho Village. The owner of The Gift Nook at the east end of this
strip announced to The Echo that the poles in front of the stores would be decorated as “candy sticks,” and the
stores would be opened from 9-9 each day except for Sundays when Blue Laws kept most retailers closed.
Credit cards were in their infancy—MasterCard was then called MasterCharge. Layaway was the way to buy if
you didn’t have the money at hand. Sun Rexall Drugs was the “big box” store in Heights Village. Party City is
now in that location. Sun Rexall sold a little bit of everything. Two mynah birds lived on one aisle, never for
sale, but always up for limited conversation. On the overflowing shelves available for layaway:


4-speed portable phonograph for $14.88



Gilbert Chemistry Set for $6.88



General Electric Portable Mixer for $9.99



Westclox Ladies Wrist Watches for $8.88



Remington Electric Razor for $18.88

Moms prepared what we’ve known as Norman Rockwell Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners. Safeway
advertised the common ingredients at prices we would love today.
Chuck Roast 39c/lb.
Texas Yams 29c/2lbs.
Cake Mixes 49c/2pkgs

Young Tom Turkey 35c/lb.
Cranberry Sauce 35c/2 cans
Sugar 49c/5lb bag

Pascal Celery 9c/stalk
Potatoes 39c/10lb. bag
Ice Cream 59c/1/2 gal.

Many Reservation neighbors were transplants from other cities and states, so long distance calls were looked
forward to at holidays. Southwestern Bell introduced Direct Dialing. No longer did we have to call an operator to
make a person-to-person call. Dialing on our rotary phone was one-third the cost of a person-to-person call.
Even Dallas to Ft. Worth was long distance in 1963.
Dallasites took on the shame of living in “the city that killed Kennedy.” However, the power of the U. S.
Constitution was proved here, too, as Lyndon Johnson was peacefully sworn in as the next President at Dallas
Love Field. An unexpected record snowfall was soon to blanket Dallas bringing some welcome beauty to our
newly scarred city.
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Box Tops for Education
By Carli Chapman

After years of searching product packaging for Box
Tops and cutting out those tiny squares in order to
physically deliver them to your local school, Box
Tops for Education has gone digital! There is now a
Box Tops for Education mobile app. It’s as simple as
downloading the app, purchasing qualifying
products, and scanning your receipt. The app will
automatically credit your school’s Box Top’s
earnings online. There’s more information available
on boxtops4education.com. No, this is not an ad but
every little bit counts to support our schools. Even if
you don’t have a student in RISD, your contributions
are good for our community.

MDO Enrollment
Just a reminder that many Mother’s Day Out and
Pre-K programs in our area hold their enrollment
periods in early to mid-February. Many fill up FAST.
If there’s a program that you’re hoping to get into for
Fall 2020, make sure to study up on the dates and
materials required to enroll. Talk to other parents in
the neighborhood who have been through the
process so you know what to expect. Good luck!

ADVERTISE
WITH US!
Interested in promoting your business by advertising
in the Reservation Newsletter?
The RNA Quarterly Newsletter is distributed via print
or email. In 2019 we had nearly 500 member
households and there are 766 homes in The
Reservation.
Newsletter advertisers will receive a mention on our
Facebook page during the quarter their ad runs.
For more information on ad specs and pricing,
please email newsletter@reservationna.org.
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Realtor’s Corner: Holiday Prep
By Braden Chapman

Generally, this is a slower time of year for real estate
due to the hustle and bustle of Thanksgiving,
Christmas, New Years and all the shopping and
eating in between. If you’re contemplating buying or
selling in 2020, the holidays can be a great time to
begin preparing.
If you may sell your home soon, this can be a great
opportunity to purge and toss items that are no
longer being used as you take decorations out of
storage. If you’re not sure how to get your home
ready, bring in the professionals and reach out to a
local realtor! Having been in hundreds of homes in
the recent past, a realtor can help you decipher what
adjustments or improvements could be made to your
home prior to listing. When needed, realtors can also

arrange for your home to be staged to help a
potential buyer imagine what the space could offer.
If you’re looking to buy a home soon, this can be a
great time to sit down with a realtor and talk about
what you’re looking for in a home and what locations
you may be interested in exploring. Take this time to
think through some specifics of what things may best
suit your family. In addition to beginning the search
process, a realtor can also help walk you through
some expectations for the lending portion of your
experience and help answer questions along the
way.
Braden Chapman is a Texas residential realtor with All
City Real Estate. He and his wife have two children and
are proud to call The Reservation home.

Then and Now
Photos courtesy of Pamela Karnavas

Then: 1311 Chippewa in 1965

Now: 1311 Chippewa in 2019

Do you have old pictures of our neighborhood?
We’d love to feature photos of the Reservation from the last five decades in the
newsletter so we can see how much our neighborhood has changed. Feel free to
email them to newsletter@reservationna.org. If they’re hard copies, we can arrange
to scan them and return them to you!
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8 Tips to Prevent Package Theft
'Tis the season...for porch pirates. Thanks to the
RPD, we’ve put together a few tips to help prevent
package theft this holiday season.
1. Have the package shipped to a location where
someone will be there to receive it, such as
where you work or to a trusted neighbor or family
member who is regularly home.
2. Many options are now offered by FedEx, UPS,
and USPS. FedEx has a "Delivery Manager" with
choices that include delivery by appointment or
evening hours, signature options, and alerts to
notify you when a package has arrived. Similar
options are offered by UPS with the "My Choice"
program that include alerts the day before a
package is scheduled for delivery so you can
reschedule or reroute the package or use a UPS
Store as the destination. For USPS, look into the
free “informed delivery” service to receive
previews of your mail each day.
3. For those that order from Amazon, look into
"Amazon Locker" - the package can be delivered
to locations that have secured lockers, and when

it arrives you are sent a code that is used to
retrieve your package.
4. Most retailers with an online site will have an
option to deliver to one of their retail locations for
pickup.
5. You can also check with your credit card
company to find out if you have purchase
protection that will reimburse you for stolen
purchases.
6. If you have video surveillance at your home,
check to make sure your camera is positioned at
the front door to capture a clear facial image and
possibly the street area in front of your home for
a vehicle image.
7. Remain vigilant, and report suspicious activity
immediately to 9-1-1.
8. Join one of the many neighborhood watch
programs at RichardsonPolice.net.

,
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Shop Small for the Holidays
By Carli Chapman

Many people have already started shopping for their
friends and relatives and some may have already
attended a gift exchange or two. But for those who
still have gifts on their list to purchase, consider
reaching out to some of our own neighborhood
locals. You may or may not know that there are
many families in our neighborhood with a side
hustle. What could be a better way to shop small
than to support a local Reservation business
owner? Our neighborhood boasts some crafty folks
along with small businesses that make cookies or
sell essential oils or beauty products. In need of the
perfect teacher gift? Perhaps a monogrammed dish
towel packed up nicely with some luxurious hand
lotion, a small bottle of lavender essential oil and a
delicious (and gorgeous) homemade cookie would
do the trick! Not sure who does or sells what around
here? A quick search in The Reservation
Neighborhood or Mohawk Mom’s Group on
Facebook will certainly connect you with someone
that can help you fill your stockings.
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Whaddya Say?

Eatzi’s - Lela Shook

By Kate Son

Container Store - Svetlana Sheraw

Earlier this month, I asked our
Facebook community the following question:

Orangetheory - Erin Escobar

If you could choose any business to occupy the
old Dress Barn space (next to Sprouts and
HomeGoods at Coit & Campbell), what would
you choose?

Highland Park Cafeteria - Roshawn Turner

We had lots of great ideas - here are just a few of
them. Developers, take note!

Little Gym, My Gym, or Gymboree - Blaire Beathard

Responses:

Total Wine, Trader Joe’s, Spin Studio, or Old Navy Katherine Long

Orangetheory, Michaels, or World Market - Deb Be
Lagree Fitness - Jenny Bradford
Craft Store - Jenna Smellage
Micro-Brewery - Bill Johnson
Gap or Old Navy - Ashley Kendall

Bath & Body Works - Chelsey Bailey-Hall

CB2, Newks, Pottery Painting Place, or a Children’s
Clothing Boutique - Carli Chapman

Trader Joe’s - Lisa Miller

Hobby Lobby, Short Stop to Go - Katherine Criswell
H-E-B - Ashley Rutledge
Indoor Play Area for Kids - Kristiana LaRose
Trader Joe’s - Dory Johnson
Container Store - Rene Marston
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National Night Out - 2019
Check out some of the fun from 2019’s National
Night Out. Didn’t have a NNO block party this year?
Contact your block captain and volunteer to help
them out!
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2020 Census
Information from http://www.cor.net/our-city/census

In 2020, the United States will conduct the next
nationwide census. It’s required by the Constitution,
but what does it mean for us?


The census determines how many
representatives each state gets in Congress and
is used to redraw district boundaries.



Communities rely on census statistics to plan for
a variety of resident needs including new roads,
schools, and emergency services.



Businesses use census data to determine where
to open new locations.

April 1, 2020 is Census Day. By this date, you will
have received an invitation to participate in the 2020
Census. You will have three options for responding:
online, by mail, or by phone. For more information,
visit 2020census.gov.
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