Reservation Newsletter
Issue 9

First Quarter 2021

2021 Board of Directors
President
Jay Jolly

President’s Corner
By Jay Jolly

(Editor’s Note: This update was written
in mid-February. We all wish Jay a full
and speedy recovery.)

Vice President
Ryan White
Treasurer
Erin Escobar
Secretary
Patty Carlson
Activities

Mary Vestewig & Silas Schulze

Membership
Sherri Hancock
Crime Watch
Kim & Joe Stadelman
Block Captains
Patti Fitch
Welcoming
Pam Karnavas
Newsletter Editors
Kate Son & Carli Chapman

Inside this issue:
Future Colts

3

Community Support

5

A Look Back

6

Senior Parade

6

Events

7

Speed Studies

7

Bond 2021 Info

7

Happy 2021….I think? I’m not sure
about the rest of you, but personally I
was hoping my 2021 would be looking
a lot different at this point in the year
than what it does. Like many others in
the neighborhood, I know my family’s
2021 has started off with personal
challenges and impacts from COVID,
but the bright spot of 2021 (and any of
the nearly 15 years we’ve lived in this
neighborhood), is the friends and
neighbors that have been there to
reach out, offer a helping hand, and
be an extended family. These are all
the attributes that continue to make
The Reservation such a unique and
great place to live, and it helps us stay
positive that 2021 will get better as we
go along!
From a Neighborhood Association
perspective, we’re currently taking the
approach that the second half of the
year will allow us to do more activities
and build and strengthen bonds
across the neighborhood, not just
within the blocks. We continue to
represent you on monthly calls with
the City Council and City Manager’s
office, as well as with various one-onone interactions with members from
both offices.

What we do have in the works for the
first half of the year is that we are
kicking off the “Live into the Name”
committee where we selected 10
members from the 40+ homes that
said they’d be willing to volunteer to
look for ways we can promote and
educate others on the various Native
American
tribes
that
our
neighborhood streets represent. This
committee will be led by our new
Vice President, Ryan White. We also
are planning to restart Food Truck
Fridays later this spring as a way for
you to get out and grab some food
without leaving the comfort and
safety of the neighborhood. And
lastly, Mary Vestewig is currently
brainstorming ways to have some
type of Egg Hunt fun throughout the
neighborhood that respects the need
to be socially distant and doesn’t
promote large group gatherings. If
you have any ideas and/or want to
help get involved in some activities,
please reach out to her and Silas at
events@reservationna.org.
Membership-wise,
our
current
numbers are down from where we
ended 2020. At the end of 2020, we
had 486 membership homes out of
the 766 houses in the Reservation.
(Continued on page 2)
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Since kicking off our 2021 membership drive in
October, our current number is approximately 372
households. We need all your help to reach out to
those neighbors who haven’t joined and
encourage them to do so.
Lastly, I want to encourage you all to pay close
attention and do your homework on some key
voting topics and candidate races we have
coming up. From a city perspective, in May we
are guaranteed to have 2 new City Council
members with Mark Solomon and Steve Mitchell
having reached their term limits. Mark’s position
has Jennifer Justice running with no opposition,
while Steve’s at-large position has 3 different
candidates running.
We also have multiple
candidates running for the Place 4 position
currently held by Kyle Kepner.
On the RISD side, we have votes on both
candidates and 2 bond packages. With both Jean
Bono (District 1) and Kim Caston (Place 7)
stepping down, we will have 2 new RISD board
members after the election. Megan Timme is the
only candidate running for District 1 while Place 7
has 6 candidates vying for the position. On the
bond packages, we are in the 5th year since the
last bond, so it’s time to vote for or against a new
one. The total of these bond packages is large at
$750M, and it reshapes how the district handles
6th grade with a move from a Jr. High model to a
Middle School model. This is the first time in
many years that it will directly impact our
neighborhood with ~$120M of the bond going to
expansion work to be done on both JJ Pearce
and Mohawk. JJ Pearce currently has a need for
more classrooms as several teachers do not have
an assigned room. For Mohawk, the organic
growth of our own neighborhood as well as the
growth the new housing additions are driving
projections of capacity at Mohawk within the next
two years. The inclusion of Mohawk in this bond
and the work around what the redesign will look
like is a direct impact of the Focus Group we
kicked off two years ago.

Each voter must decide
whether or not this bond
(including the change to a
middle school model and the
school expansions included in
it) is the right move. More
information about the bonds
can be found on page 7 to provide more resources
to help you form an opinion.

Membership Count

Still need to join? It’s not too late!
Visit
https://www.joinit.org/o/reservation-neighborhoodassociation to join quickly and easily at any time.
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Future Colts 2021
By Jenna Smellage

As a result of this pandemic, all Future Colts
activities were scrapped for the incoming 2021
kinder class starting this fall, and it has left a lot of
us first-time Mohawk parents feeling pretty lost! I
definitely don't know what I'm doing, but have called
upon resources that do, and that were kind enough
to share some very helpful insights with me. Now, I
pass those on to all of you. So whether you’re the
parent of an incoming kindergartner (or you will be
soon), read on for some important info:


First and foremost, enrollment (for both new and
returning students) began online on Monday,
March 1, 2021.



Perhaps my greatest resource to date has been
a kind woman at Mohawk named Jimmie. I'm
sure some of you veteran parents are laughing
at how obvious this is, as I'm given to
understand she is a bit of an institution, but for
us newbs, we don't know what we don't know.
Jimmie has graciously volunteered her email
address for any of us to reach out to her with
questions we may have about the upcoming
enrollment,
and
can
be
reached
at
Jimmie.Bolich@risd.org.



risd.org/enrollment provides parents with
information and a list of documents required for
enrollment. It has been strongly suggested that
parents scan in and save all necessary
documents ahead of time and have an
organized folder on your desktop in which to find
these documents during the online enrollment.



RISD hosted Parent University Enrollment
Information Sessions in mid February, but
recordings of these may be available for review
at
https://web.risd.org/parentcorner/parentuniversity/



2021-2022 Calendar: RISD has announced that
the school year will begin on August 17 and
conclude on May 27. Find the calendar at
https://web.risd.org/home/wpcontent/uploads/2021/03/Calendar-2021-22.pdf



There are numerous resources available to stay
up-to-date on Mohawk, including Mohawk's
website
(https://schools.risd.org/MohawkES),
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and the "Colt
Courier" (PTA E-News). Two parents can share

a PTA account if desired. Sign up here:
https://mohawkpta.membershiptoolkit.com/log
in


You
can
also
sign
up
at
https://www.risd.org/risdschooltimes/
to
receive the Thursday newsletter RISD sends
out called "School Times."

Contribute to the Newsletter
Have
something
to
share
with
the
neighborhood? Maybe you’re a squirrel
whisperer who can tell the rest of us how to
keep them out of our plants, or perhaps there’s
a local issue you’d like to talk more about.
We’re always looking for contributors and would
love to include your article in our next issue.
Please
email
Kate
and
Carli
at
newsletter@reservationna.org.
Looking to place an ad for your business in the
newsletter? We can help with that, too!
Newsletter Credits: Article clip-art sourced from Canva
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Supporting Our Community
By Carli Chapman

Following the historic weather events beginning in
mid-February which resulted in REAL snow for
Texans across our great state, many of our
neighbors are dealing with the after effects of the
prolonged extreme cold. For those less affected,
this is a great time to look through your closets and
consider donating items to:





The Benefit Thrift Store associated with Genesis
Women’s Shelter
(https://www.genesisshelter.org/benefit-store/),
Prestonwood Pregnancy Center
(https://prestonwoodpregnancy.org/)
Dress for Success Dallas
(https://dallas.dressforsuccess.org)

Monetary donations are helpful to any charitable
organization, but some local options are Union
Gospel Mission (https://ugmdallas.org) and Network
of Community Ministries (https://thenetwork.org/).
Looking
statewide?
Feeding
Texas
(www.feedingtexas.org)
and
Habitat
Texas
(www.habitattexas.org/disaster-services) are great
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options that put your dollars to work. Take
advantage of the opportunity to help your fellow
Texans and make sure to share other ideas on
our neighborhood Facebook group.

Snow for Days
By Carli Chapman

Surprise, surprise! Texas saw real snow and
LOTS of it. After years of weather reports calling
for snow and kids anxiously hoping to awaken to
a winter wonderland only to see sheets of ice, we
finally got a white winter experience. Parents and
kids alike were excited by the novelty of snow in
Richardson and outdoor play took center stage
(at least as long as our layers of clothing could
keep us warm). It truly took us all by surprise and
who knows if we’ll ever get another opportunity to
make snowmen, snow angels and have snowball
fights in our neighborhood. Even with its
challenges, I hope each of us found a way to
enjoy the short-lived winter wonderland before
temps soared back to 70.
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A Look Back: Vaccines in 1962
By Pamela Karnavas

The parents of Baby Boomers not only feared The
Bomb but a frightening disease affecting
mostly
children—POLIO. No one had to
quarantine, and masks were not suggested, but
people could ostracize and isolate those with the
disease. I had a friend born in 1952 who
contracted polio which left his legs useless for the
rest of his life. His father owned a family grocery
store in New Mexico until people in his small town
refused to shop there for fear of contracting the
disease themselves. My friend’s family moved to a
larger town where his father could find a different
kind of job. Polio is carried by small amounts of
feces accidentally ingested through unwashed
hands or contaminated water.
Two vaccines were developed that people were
eager to receive. The first was the Salk vaccine
given by injection in 1955. People lined up their
families to receive the shot at schools and
churches manned by volunteers. This vaccination
prevented polio but did not keep people from
unknowingly passing the disease to others.
By 1962 Richardson gained its 25,000th
household, and the Reservation was in its early

2021 Senior Parade
By Carli Chapman

The now annual Senior Parade is officially
permitted by the city for Saturday, May 22,
2021, beginning at 8:00 a.m.. While this idea
was originally born out of a strange
circumstance, I think we can all agree that it was
a stroke of genius and we are excited to see it
continue. So many people have already stepped
up to volunteer but more are still needed to
make this parade a smashing success. As we
close in on the event, more information will be
shared. Reminder to all graduating seniors that
this event is optional and corsages will be $2
this year. Sign up form can be found at
https://forms.gle/qwdPuK9Tr1bp4MsZ8
and
volunteers
can
sign
up
at
https://forms.gle/KcvnAivbJdeghebb9.

stages. You might remember that “Mrs. 25” was
honored by town businessmen and citizens that
year. In the summer of 1962, five school locations
in the Richardson ISD were designated Sabin
vaccination centers. A delightful surprise for
Richardson children was the way the vaccine was
delivered—pink drops of medicine on a sugar
cube. If someone could not make it to a
vaccination site on July 29, they could go to one
of
the
same
locations
on
August
5. Approximately 900,000 Dallas County citizens
received a vaccine on those two Sundays. 4,500
volunteers eagerly offered help in the vaccine
distribution. A donation of 25 cents or more was
requested to help defray costs, but no one was
turned away.
The Sabin vaccine had two more parts to be
delivered later that fall. This first vaccine was
most critical because it protected against the
paralyzing form of polio labeled Type 1; Types 2
and 3 were attacked by the vaccines to follow
later in 1962.
The US has been polio-free since 1979.
Worldwide polio cases in 2020 were at 441, up
from 71 reported in 2018.
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Bond 2021

Neighborhood Speed Studies

By Kate Son

By Kate Son

As Jay mentioned in his
update, Richardson will vote
on two RISD bond packages
totaling $750 million on May
1. RISD has noted that they
plan to keep its debt service tax rate at the current
$0.35/per $100 of taxable value even if the bonds
pass.

Last summer and fall, the City of Richardson
conducted 3 speed radar studies in our
neighborhood: on the 1100 block of Cottonwood,
the 1300 block of Chippewa, and the 1100-1200
blocks of Mimosa.

The 2021 bond packages aim to repair and
maintain RISD campuses, enhance safety,
expand schools with enrollment growth, help
move RISD to the middle school model, and
provide new technology for students and staff.
RISD has created an informational website at
https://web.risd.org/bond2021/ so voters can learn
more about the specific items included in the bond
packages. They will also be hosting virtual and inperson public forums in April—the schedule for
those sessions can be found at the link above.

In all three cases, the 85th percentile speed fell
within the allowable range and did not meet the
threshold criteria for further measures such as
speed cushions or additional RPD enforcement.
The 85th percentile speed on Mimosa was highest
and over the 30MPH speed limit (32MPH
Northbound & 33MPH Southbound) with an
average volume of 1,556 vehicles per day;
however, 35MPH is the threshold to qualify for
further action.
For now, please drive carefully in our kid-friendly
neighborhood and remind all your household’s
drivers to take it slow near our schools.

Neighborhood Events
By Mary Vestewig

We have put together some fun (and
socially distant) Easter Activities!

Lisa A. Stengel
Independent Future Executive Senior
Sales Director
www.marykay.com/LStengel
Phone: 972-979-9310



Window Egg Hunt! Back by popular demand download Easter egg pictures from the website
below, add your touch of color, and put them up in
your window for the neighborhood to 'hunt'!
https://www.cor.net/home/showpublisheddocument?i
d=28600



Mini Egg Hunt! Get together with close friends and
family for our mini egg hunt! Sign up at the link below
with the number of kids in your group, and pick up
your stuffed eggs at Cafe Gecko Richardson next
Saturday 4/3. The Easter bunny will also be there for
pictures between 1:30pm and 2:30pm! Take pictures
of your mini-hunt and share on our Facebook page.
A big thank you to Cafe Gecko for donating the egg
stuffings
for
this
year's
hunt!
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0d4ca5af2aa1f
4c52-minieaster

Plus, stay tuned to the RNA Facebook page for
information about the return of Food Truck Fridays!

