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First off, I’d like to congratulate the
Seniors from the class of 2021.
Whether you are graduating from High
School or College, you have
experienced a Senior year that is
unique to your class.
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I have commented many times that
our community is really more of an
“extended family” and personally, that
sentiment has never felt more real as
it did when my family had to deal with
my health issues at the end of
February. I cannot properly express
the gratitude I have felt and continue
to feel for the way many of you in the
community rallied around my family to
show support in various ways; this
community is really an extended
family.
Last year at this time I wrote about the
extended “new normal” that I believed
we were going to be in. Happily, it
looks like the light at the end of the
tunnel is near. With mask restrictions
across the state lifted and the number
of cases dropping drastically, we look
forward to getting back to business as
usual within the neighborhood. There
are many new families that have
moved in since just before and during
COVID which has limited some to
meeting only immediate neighbors.
We’ll start getting back to normal as
we celebrate Independence Day with

our neighbors from the north as we
host our traditional July 4th
Celebration with the JJ Pearce HOA.
With the 4th falling on a Sunday this
year, we will be hosting our
celebration on Saturday, July 3rd.
The festivities will kick-off with the
annual parade starting at 9am where
we will begin from the JJP parking lot
ending at Mimosa Park where there
will be bounce houses, a water tattoo
station, hot dogs, a DJ, etc. It’s a
great time to get outside and meet
your neighbors!
As we continue to move forward this
year, your neighborhood board will
continue to look for ways to enable
neighbors to make connections,
communicate happenings around the
city, and look for ways to use our
resources to impact, beautify, and
improve
the
safety
of
the
neighborhood.
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Independence Day Celebration - Saturday, July 3rd!
Get ready for some summer fun! The Reservation
Neighborhood Association & JJP HOA Neighborhood Independence Day celebration is back on
Saturday, July 3!

 Inflatable Obstacle Course

Kick off the morning with the parade—anyone can
participate! Just show up at the JJPHS North Lot
between 8-9am with your decorated vehicle/bicycle/wagon/etc. The parade will begin at
9am and will proceed down Mimosa to the park.

 Patriotic Bean Bag Toss

After the parade, join us in Mimosa Park for free
hot dogs, watermelon, chips, and water — sponsored by the Coit & Campbell Tom Thumb. We’ll
also have lots of fun activities:

We still need volunteers from 8am to 1pm to
make this event run smoothly. If you can help,
please sign up at the link below. Can’t wait to
see everyone there!

 Kiddie Bounce House

Volunteer Sign-up Link:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f45a4a9
2caafa7-july

 Inflatable Slide & Climb

 Temporary Tattoos
 Patriotic Bracelet Making

 Patriotic Can Game
 Meet new friends and neighbors!
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GHCC Celebrates 60 Years
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GHCC, Continued
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Articles and Images from The Richardson Echo. See more at
https://www.ourpool.org/history

RNA MEMBERSHIP
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Contribute to the Newsletter

Our current membership is at 431 out of
766 homes in the Reservation, or about
56% of the neighborhood. Can we make
it to 60%? It’s not too late to join! Visit
https://www.joinit.org/o/reservationneighborhood-association to join quickly
and easily at any time.
Have new neighbors? Let them know
about the Neighborhood Association!
Plus,
send
an
email
to
welcoming@reservationna.org and let us
know so we can drop off a welcome
basket!

After 2.5 years and 10 issues, Kate will be
stepping down from the newsletter. Would you
like to join Carli in being an editor for the
Reservation
Newsletter?
Please
email
newsletter@reservationna.org.
Have something you’d like to share with the
neighborhood? Perhaps a local issue you’d
like to talk more about? We’re always looking
for contributors and would love to include your
article in our next issue. Email us!
Looking to place an ad for your business in the
newsletter? We can help with that, too!
Newsletter Credits: Article clip-art sourced from Canva

RNA MEMBERSHIP
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Yard of the Month
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Easter Activities 2021
Easter in the Reservation was made extra
special this year thanks to Mary and Silas,
event coordinators extraordinaire, and help
from our sponsors, Café Gecko and Cake
Carousel. Lots of fun was had with mini egg
hunts and a photo op with the Easter Bunny!

Congratulations to the Belitz family on the 1200
Block of Seminole for winning May’s Yard of the
Month award!
June’s winner will be announced soon - so many
yards in the neighborhood are looking greener
than ever with all the recent rain. Is your yard
ready?

Lisa A. Stengel
Independent Future Executive Senior
Sales Director
www.marykay.com/LStengel
Phone: 972-979-9310
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Mohawk Improvements
What’s going on with all the fencing around
Mohawk? Our neighborhood elementary school is
undergoing a 3-phase expansion starting this
summer! Here’s what’s included in the project:
1. Relocating the library to what has been the gym
2. Making the parking lot/driveway wrap around
the school

3.
4.
5.
6.
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Adding 4 Kindergarten classrooms
Adding 2 Pre-K classrooms
Building a new, larger gymnasium
Expanding the cafeteria (today it is so small
they start lunch at 10:30)
7. Adding 2 collaboration spaces
8. Redoing the administrative offices
9. Adding a conference room
10. Expanding the teacher’s lounge and creating
two private spaces for them to make calls
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A Look Back: Founding Family
By Pamela Karnavas

If you drive south on Floyd Road to Spring Valley,
you will be at the northwestern corner of the
former farm of John and Julia Floyd, for whom the
road is named. Their farmland was basically
bordered by Floyd, Abrams, and Spring Valley
roads and LBJ freeway. Some family members
are still living in this area.
John and Julia Floyd left Kentucky in a covered
wagon train with their six boys in September,
1855. On Christmas Day of that year, they arrived
on the 900 acres which they had purchased for
just $4 an acre. They built their house on the
Dallas to Denison stagecoach line, which was
also the cattle trail to Kansas, and operated the
Breckenridge Inn there until 1873. This road
brought many to the Floyd’s Inn for a rest and
some good farmhouse cooking. The James gang,
Sam Bass, Belle Starr and the Younger Brothers
were all seen around this area. A family story
recounts Julia Floyd telling her guests that those
Younger Brothers were not going to be staying at
her hotel. A handsome man at the table stood up
and said that he was Cole Younger. He asked if
Mrs. Floyd wanted him to leave. No one knows
what her answer was, but it is fun to imagine what
a spunky pioneer woman might have said. The inn
was approximately at the corner of Abrams and
Walnut, near Restland Cemetery, which actually
developed around the Floyd family cemetery plot
which still remains.
The Floyd family worked hard to earn their living
here, even harder during the Civil War, as most of
those six sons fought for the Confederacy. Their
absence made farming more difficult with mostly
women and the young to carry out the strenuous
farm work. David, one of the six boys who came
by covered wagon, had a son John born two
years after the Civil War. John purchased 600
acres of land that included a portion of the original
1855 farm as well as the land where Texas
Instruments stands today. John’s son Raymond
was born in the house on that acreage located
approximately where Weatherred meets Spring

Valley Road today. Raymond’s children were the
last generation to enjoy living on the farm.
Warren Floyd, an RHS classmate of mine, shared
some of his family stories with me and sparked
my interest in Richardson’s founding fathers.
Raymond (b.1909), his dad, remembered much
about farming in the early 20th century when
Richardson had around 600-700 citizens.
Raymond grew up working on the farm where the
main crops were cotton, corn, oats, and wheat.
The fields were plowed by man and mule. No
motorized tractors were available yet. The Floyds
sold most of their crops but took 100-200 bushels
of wheat to downtown Dallas to have it ground
into flour for family use. The Richardson stores
sold flour, but it usually contained weevils.
Mrs. Floyd was a typical farm wife. She washed
clothes in a big kettle outside, then ironed those
clothes, collected eggs, and made butter to trade
at the Richardson stores for “staple groceries.”
Many farmers bought their groceries on credit
until their year’s crops were sold. Raymond was
proud that his family was able to pay year
‘round—a testament to hard work.
As a kid, Raymond worked the farm even on
Saturdays unless it rained. In that case he would
round up his buddies to play the usual sports but
without real fields or courts. These guys made
their own dirt courts and sports fields. He went to
RHS, on Greenville Avenue, and played high
school football without a coach. The boys
coached themselves; however, some teachers
acted as coaches for baseball and basketball.
Raymond graduated from RHS in 1927 and
farmed for several years until cotton prices fell.
He then went to work for the A&P grocery stores’
warehouse and never left.
In 1963, the year our Reservation was beginning,
Raymond and his brother and sisters sold the
remaining family acreage and the beloved
farmhouse to developers. Raymond loved to work
with wood, so he made a scale replica of that
(Continued on page 11)
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A Look Back, Continued
(Continued from page 10)

farmhouse where he was born. He displayed this
house-in-miniature to the public, delighting many
citizens. This house is still in the Floyd family.
The Floyd family has a proud legacy. Today the
Floyd land looks nothing like it did when it was
virgin prairie where Native Americans hunted
buffalo and outlaws hid under shady trees. I found
most of my information about this respected
family in the archives in the library basement. My
friend Warren told me many of these stories firsthand. Raymond was a president of the
Richardson Historical Society which, sadly, no
longer exists. The library holds many folders of
information on most of the founding mothers and
fathers of Richardson as well as historical
artifacts. I would love to see the Historical Society
revive. If any of you would be interested in
investigating the possibility of a rejuvenated
historical society, please find my phone number in
our directory and call or text me.
Top Image: Painting of the Floyd Inn (sometimes
called Breckinridge Inn)
Bottom Image: Raymond Floyd’s childhood
home

Senior Center Now Open
The Richardson Senior Center has recently reopened to the public after undergoing extensive
renovations. Here’s what’s new (learn more at
www.cor.net/seniorcenter):
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Newly surfaced south parking area
New ground level entrance
32 accessible (handicap) parking spaces
110 standard parking spaces
New covered drop off at entrance
Convenient check-in and greeting station
Sealed vestibule waiting area
Additional usable square ft. for classes and
programs
9. New square footage: 20,330

10. Large activity room with movable dividing
wall for multi-purpose usage
11. New large classroom with mirror wall and
dance bar
12. New outdoor courtyard area
13. Enlarged dining and kitchen space
14. Larger fitness area with all new equipment
15. New landscaped area from south street view
of the Senior Center
16. Dedicated billiards room
17. Commissioned artwork in 2 locations

Congratulations, JJP Seniors Class of 2021!

Annual Senior Parade
Saturday, May 22, 2021

